
 
 

The Impact of Racial Inequities on Black Homeownership 
A dialogue on the theories, the data, and the front line 

 
 DC policymakers are taking a fresh look at longstanding challenges with racial inequality, 
reevaluating past and future policies and actions. Now is the time for HPC to engage: how can 
and should the federal government think about and facilitate new approaches and meaningful 
investments in communities of color? Advocates, scholars, researchers, and industry have been 
examining the issues, including how sustainable homeownership reflects and contributes to 
long-term wealth-building. Our three sessions will consider the theories behind racial disparities 
in homeownership, the data and impact of appraisals and automated valuation models on 
majority-Black neighborhoods and Black households, and the views of real estate professionals 
on the depth and breadth of these challenges.      
 
Session I: Homeownership is Central to Racial Justice: 
Homeownership remains the most common way for Americans to build wealth, yet decades of 
unequal financial investment, including federal policies that favored white communities, has 
created barriers to wealth-building through homeownership and other means and consigned 
entire neighborhoods to second-class status. 

• Andre Perry, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institute 
• Lisa Rice, President and CEO National Fair Housing Alliance 
• View the April 28th session. 

 
Session II: How Automated Valuation Models / Appraisals Can Disproportionately Affect 
Majority Black Neighborhoods 
Data reveal how seemingly neutral assessments of value can uniformly and negatively impact 
majority-Black neighborhoods.  

• Michael Neal, Senior Research Associate, Urban Institute 
• Junia Howell, Assistant Director for Research and Policy, Boston University Center for 

Antiracist Research 
 

Session III: Practitioners share their Perspectives 
Experienced valuation experts connect the dots between theories, data, and practical solutions.  

• Ann Regan, Executive, Product Management, Collateral Solutions, CoreLogic 
• Jillian White, Head of Collateral and Certified Appraiser, Better.com 
• Dan Hofacker, JPMorgan Chase Executive, Home Lending Collateral Valuations Group  

 

https://www.brookings.edu/experts/andre-m-perry/
https://nationalfairhousing.org/staff/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8j283thech7jxls/Video%20Recording%20of%204.28.21%20Seminar%20Homeownership%20is%20Central%20to%20Racial%20Justice%20__.mp4?dl=0
https://www.urban.org/author/michael-neal
http://www.juniahowell.com/bio-1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annregan/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jillian-white-sra-93a23b6/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dan-hofacker-01a1301/

